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out, and he fixed his hopes on a return to the warm
American summer.

This presented difficulties, as both his houses in New
London were leased for the hot season. Across the road
from The Grange and a few hundred yards to the north
he owned a plot of seven acres on which stood a farmer's
cottage. He had amused himself before his illness in
drawing plans for the rebuilding of this house, and these
were in the .hands of his architect in New London. A
message was cabled him to begin at once and rebuild
"Seven Acres," furnish it, lay out the grounds, and have
all ready for his return in August. Such lordly, sweeping
orders were after Mansfield's own grand manner. It was
not to reason why, it was but to do and be paid. The
house rose almost miraculously. His friend, Miss Ger-
trude Hall, graciously undertook the task of decorating
and furnishing the interior.

By the middle of July his patience had spent itself.
Justifying himself with the thought that it would be un-
safe to subject his weakened constitution to the sudden
change from the chill of England and the ocean to the
torrid vigour of an American August, he planned an
immediate departure, via Montreal, to acclimatise him-
self gradually in the Adirondacks.

Accompanied by his family and attendants he arrived
at Montreal on the steamer Virginia, July 26, and went by
special train to a cottage on Saranac Lake. After four
long weeks word came that Seven Acres was ready for
him, and the last stage of the trip home was accomplished
August 22.

His good neighbours thoughtfully spared him the excite-
ment of immediate greeting, but he found their welcome
the moment he entered the house. They had filled it withng
